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President Barack Obama, courting young voters
crucial to his reelection, told a rowdy college-age
crowd at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill on Tuesday that he knows first-hand about the
burden of student loans because he only managed
to pay his back a scant eight years ago,
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"Michelle and L we've been in your shoes,” Obama,
who turns 51 in August, told a cheering, capacity
crowd of 8,000 at Carmichael Arena,
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"Check this out, all right. I'm the president of the
United States. We only finished paying off our
student loans off about eight years ago. That wasn't
that long ago. And that wasn't easy--especially
because when we had Malia and Sasha, we're
supposed to be saving up for their college
educations, and we're still paying off our college
educations,” he said,
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The president’s emphasis an his medest upbringing

seemed designed to invite comparisons to
presumptive Republican nominee Mitt Romney, The
White House has denied specifically targeting the
multi-millionaire financier with such attacks even as
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the Obama campaign has pointedly atiacked Romney's personal fnances,
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Dbama’s stop in Marth Caroling was the first on a two-day, @mpaign-style swing through batteground
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"W didn't come from wealthy farmilies. When we graduated from college and law school we had
f debt. When we mamed, we got poor togethet. We added up our assets and thams

¢ of liabilities—basically In the
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The president said he and his wife paid more on their studant loans than they did on the

migrigage on their condo during their first eight years of mamage,
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The Republican Mationa! Committes and the Romney campaign had struck preempr
Obama’s mas: even before he had left the Beltway, holding conference calls to underscone
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"He forgot to mention that he failed to address student loans the past three and a half years and
skipped a vote in the Senate on the very same issue. In his speech he said, 'it requires not just
words but deeds.' We tend to agree,” RNC spokeswoman Kristen Kukowski said after the
president’s speech,
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